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In date 5th November 1996, one speci¬ 
men of Apterichtus anguiformis (Peters, 1877) 
(TL = 290 mm; TW = 3.95 g) was collected with a 
van Veen grab, at -50 m of depth, on a fine gravel 
bottom in the Ustica Island (38*4l'42 TT N - 
I3°09*5Q ,, E). The specimen is deposited in the 
Ustica Marine Reserve Laboratory (N.l, new col¬ 
lection). Measurements were taken according to 
Blache and Bauchot (1972) and compared with 


two Mediterranean specimens (the First from Nice, 
the other's origin is unknown) described as Verma 
anguiformis (Peters. 1877) by these authors and 
presented in table I. Merisiic data are listed in ta¬ 
ble II; vertebral counts are taken from radio¬ 
graphs. Both meristic and morphological features 
correspond as well as those of the two specimens 
examined by Blache and Bauchot (1972). 

In the Mediterranean Sea the genus Apte¬ 
richtus Dtimdril, 1806 (Bauchot, 1986) is repre¬ 
sented by two species: A. anguiformis (Peters. 
1877) and A. caecus (Linnaeus, 1758) that have 
been confused with each other and classified with 
different names by various authors. It is impossi¬ 
ble to attribute many references of these authors to 
one or the other species (Blache and Bauchot, 
1972; Blache et ai, 1973; Leiby, 1990). As re¬ 
ported by Blache and Bauchot (1972), A, angui¬ 
formis was recorded in the Mediterranean Sea by 
Moreau (1881) as Sphagebranchus caecus {not L.. 
1758) from Nice and by Lozano Rey (1947) as 
Cuecula caeca (not L,, 1758) from Mahdn. It was 
also recorded in the Eastern Atlantic by Bini 
(1970) as Caecula anguiformis (Peters, 1876) and 


Table!, - Morphometric data of Apterichtus anguiformis from Ustica Island (Italy) compared with two 
Mediterranean specimens reported by Blache and Bauchot (1972) from Nice and from an unknown loca¬ 
lity. 


i Measurements 

Ustica 

Nice 

unknown 

Total length (mm) 

290 

431 

493 

In % of the preanal length; 




Body height 

3,4 

L9 

2,8 

Trunk length 

86.9 

87,1 

87,7 

Head length 

13.2 

12.3 

14 9 

In % of the total length: 




Body height 

L7 

1.0 

L4 

Trunk length 

42.8 

41.2 

44.7 

Preanal length 

49.3 

49.5 

50,7 

in % of the head length: 




Body height 

26.1 

15.7 

2L6 

Preorbitat length 

19.2 

18.0 

20,7 

Eye diameter 

5.3 

4.3 

7.4 

Interorbital distance 

7.7 

7.7 

8.6 

Mouth opening length 

362 

34.5 

37,8 

Gill opening height 

7.5 

6.6 

9.7 

Isthmus width 

5.9 

3.2 

6.5 
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by Blache et ai (1970) as Sphagebranchus sp . ajf, 
anguiformis (Peters, 1876). 

The distribution of A. anguiformis is re¬ 
ported by Bauchot (1986) in the Balearic Islands, 
Nice and probably all western Mediterranean, and 
in the eastern Atlantic probably from Morocco 
southward to Cape Verde archipelago. Golani 
(1996) reports a specimen (TL = 114 mm; prea- 
nal/TL - 44.7%) from the coast of Israel 

Its habit is not well known: it is borrower 
in sand at 10-40 m of depth, spawning in May- 
June, and its feeding habit is unknown (Bauchot 
1986, 1987). We found it in a fine gravel bottom 
sample characterized by the presence of calca¬ 
reous encrusting Melobesiae and the characteristic 
components of the coastal-detritic biocoenosis 
mixed with current-loving species (Castriota et ciL, 
in press). The stomach content was composed of 4 
amphipods (3 Cheirocratus sp., 1 Dexamine spt- 
nosa) and 3 polychaetes (1 Syllis sp., I Notomas- 
tus sp., 1 Eunicidae); these prey items were also 
well represented in the sample collected with the 
grab, This is the first record of 4. anguiformis in 
the Southern Tyrrhenian Sea. 

Table If - Mens tic data of Apterichtus anguifor- 
mis from Ustica Island (Italy). 


Counts 

Ustica 

Total vertebrae 

156 ! 

Lateral lint ports: 


preli ranch iat 

4+2 1 

preanal 

72 

posianal 

77 

Head ports: 


supra temporal 

3 

preorbital 

3 

supraorbital 

1 1 

postorbital 

2 

preoperculomandtbular 

7 

median interorbital 

1 

prtnostril 

1 

in ter nostril 

2 

postnostril 

3 
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